Georgia Influenza Weekly Summary Report (updated 5/4/2007)


	
	Status
	Last updated

	Influenza surveillance 

	For the week of Apr. 22 -Apr. 28, 2007

(200717)
	Sentinel Provider Surveillance Network
	0.78% of patient visits to sentinel providers were for influenza-like illness (ILI: fever and sore throat or cough)

17 sentinel providers reported / 92 enrolled providers

(Peak of 5.11% week ending February 10, 40 sentinel providers reported).

Georgia surveillance: http://health.state.ga.us/epi/flu/fluupd06.asp 

National surveillance summary: http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/fluactivity.htm 
	5/4/2007

	
	Pneumonia & Influenza-associated deaths
	Fulton County, Chatham County: data available at http://wonder.cdc.gov/mmwr/mmwrmort.asp
	5/4/2007

	
	Virologic Surveillance
	41 Influenza A (3 H3, 38 H1) and 52 influenza B positive specimens reported from GPHL, positive rapid tests (reported anecdotally) from several parts of the state.  

31 isolates have been sent to CDC to be characterized:

9 have been characterized as B/OHIO/01/2005-Like, the B component of the 2006-07 influenza vaccine.

12 have been characterized as A/NEW CALEDONIA/20/99-Like, one of the two A components of the 2006-07 influenza vaccine.

1 has been characterized as B/FLORIDA/07/2004-Like, which is not a component of the 2006-07 influenza vaccine, but the vaccine should confer some cross protection.

1 has been characterized as B/HongKong/330/2001.
	5/4/2007

	
	Activity level
	Sporadic: Based on decreased percentage of ILI from sentinel influenza providers, decreased percentage from the ILI syndrome in the ER based Syndromic Surveillance chief complaints, few positive lab reports.

Influenza activity continues to decrease from a peak in February and the season appears to be coming to an end.  However, influenza cases can still continue at low levels through the summer months.  
	5/4/2007

	
	Pediatric hospitalizations
	From Health District 3 (through EIP): surveillance on-going
	5/4/2007

	
	Pediatric deaths
	5 cases reported during this season
	5/4/2007

	Outbreaks
	One possible outbreak reported in a correctional facility


	5/4/2007

	Special studies
	
	

	Avian influenza
	Number of human cases of Avian Influenza A (H5N1) since January 1, 2007:

Total: (28 cases, 14 deaths in 2007)
Indonesia (6 cases, 5 deaths in 2007)

China (2 case, 1 deaths in 2007)
Egypt (16 cases, 4 deaths in 2007)

Nigeria (1 case, 1 death in 2007)

Cambodia (1 case, 1 death in 2007)

Lao People's Democratic Republic (2 cases, 2 deaths in 2007)
Continued positive reports among poultry and wild birds in parts of Asia, the Middle East, Europe (Great Britain), and Africa


	4/11/2007

	

	Vaccine Update (Immunization, Pharmacy)

	2007-08 WHO Recommended Influenza Vaccine Composition
	It is recommended that vaccines to be used in the 2007-2008 season (northern hemisphere winter) contain the following:

· an A/Solomon Islands/3/2006 (H1N1)-like virus;

· an A/Wisconsin/67/2005 (H3N2)-like virusa ;

· a B/Malaysia/2506/2004-like virus 


	3/29/2007

	2006-07 Influenza Vaccine
	Recommended strains for the 2006-2007 influenza vaccine:

· an A/New Caledonia/20/99 (H1N1)-like virus; 

· an A/Wisconsin/67/2005 (H3N2)-like virus (A/Wisconsin/67/2005 and A/Hiroshima/52/2005 strains); 

· a B/Malaysia/2506/2004-like virus (B/Malaysia/2506/2004 and B/Ohio/1/2005 strains) 

The influenza vaccine composition to be used in the 2006-07 season in the U.S. is identical to that recommended by the World Health Organization on February 15, 2006. 


	3/15/2006

	2006-07 Vaccine Recommendations
	2006-07 Influenza Vaccine Recommendations

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5510a1.htm

	

	National Influenza Vaccination Week


	http://www.cdc.gov/flu/nivw06.htm

	

	2006-2007 Vaccine inventory statewide
	312,525 of 606,240 doses received


	11/13/2006

	
	
	

	Communications 

	Educational materials
	CDC has developed materials to help states and local areas plan tabletop exercises focusing on the topic of pandemic influenza. They are available at http://www.dhhs.gov/nvpo/pandemics
	4/7/2006

	Publications
	Update: Influenza Activity --- United States, January 7-January 13, 2007

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/
Emerging Infectious Diseases Journal – Special Issue - Influenza

http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/eid/vol12no01/contents_v12n01.htm
Emerging Infectious Diseases Journal – April 2006

http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/EID/index.htm
Childhood Influenza Vaccination Coverage --- United States, 2003--04 Influenza Season

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5504a3.htm 

Influenza Vaccination of Health-Care Personnel – Recommendations of the Healthcare Infection Control Practices Advisory Committee (HICPAC) and the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP)

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5502a1.htm

	

	Press releases
	· CDC’s Advisory Committee Recommends Expanded Influenza Vaccinations for Children

      http://www.cdc.gov/od/oc/media/pressrel/r060223.htm
· CDC Recommends against the Use of Amantadine and Rimantadine for the Treatment or Prophylaxis of Influenza in the United States during the 2005–06 Influenza Season http://www.cdc.gov/flu/han011406.htm
· FDA Approves a Second Drug for the Prevention of Influenza A and B in Adults and Children http://www.fda.gov/bbs/topics/NEWS/2006/NEW01341.html
· Periodic news updates continue to go out to the media and internal partners. They will be posted on both DPH and DHR websites (http://dhr.georgia.gov/portal/site, http://health.state.ga.us )

· Statement in response to recent study on influenza vaccination ["Impact of Influenza Vaccination on Seasonal Mortality in the US Elderly Population" by Simonsen et al. (2005)] http://www.cdc.gov/flu/pdf/statementeldmortality.pdf 


	4/7/2006

	Correspondence
	· Influenza prevention and control materials for Schools Long Term Care Facilities posted on the DPH website at http://www.health.state.ga.us/epi/flu/publications.asp

	11/17/2005

	
	
	

	Capacity (Emergency Preparedness)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	District updates

	
	
	

	
	
	


*The Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) is an ongoing, state-based, telephone survey of non-institutionalized adults  >18 years. State health departments collect monthly data with support from the CDC. Beginning November 1, 2004 questions were added to the BRFSS to help monitor the flu vaccine situation.

Limitations: Because the BRFSS is a cross sectional survey, based on monthly, state-specific samples, the weekly poststratification adjustments can fluctuate, resulting in larger variances for the weekly estimates. CDC is monitoring the unequal weighting effects to identify areas where this might be a particular problem. BRFSS prevalence estimates can also differ from those of other national surveys because of differences in sampling methodology, wording of questions, survey time frame, or the number of states reporting data for a particular week. Certain limitations to BRFSS data also exist because the survey does not collect data from institutionalized persons or from persons without telephones or who use only cell phones or persons with speech impairments. Finally, certain prevalence estimates might require cautious interpretation because data are self-reported and certain behaviors might be underreported.
Resources:

Georgia-

GDPH Influenza Surveillance: http://health.state.ga.us/epi/flu 

GDPH Influenza Immunization: http://health.state.ga.us/programs/immunization 

Georgia Adult Immunization Coalition (GAIC): http://www.immunizeadultga.org 

Georgia Hospital Association (GHA): http://www.gha.org 

CDC-

CDC Influenza: http://www.cdc.gov/flu
Other-

World Health Organization (WHO) Avian Influenza: http://www.who.int/csr/disease/avian_influenza/en/ 

World Organization for Animal Health/Office International des Epizooties (OIE): http://www.oie.int/eng/en_index.htm 

University of Minnesota Center for Infectious Disease Research & Policy (CIDRAP): http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ 
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